
DEBATE IN THE SENATE.
Monday, February 17.In continuation.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE.

Tbe Senate, aa in Committee of tbe Whole, proceeded to
the consideration of the hill to reduce and modify the rate* of
jostage in tbe United States, and to provide for the coinage
of a three cent piece.

Mr. RUSK. I propose, with the assent of the committee,
that the smendment* which they have offered to the House
bill be rejected, and then I will offer a substitute for tbe whole
hill.
The question was taken on tbe amendments all together,

and they wete rejected.
Mr. RUSK then offered an amendment as a substitute for

the bill, vix.
" Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert.
That from and after the thirtieth day ol June, eighteen hun¬

dred and fifty-one, in lieu Of the ratea of postage now estab¬
lished by law, there ahaII be charged die following ratea, to
wit: For every tingle letter in mawuxript or paper of any
kind upon which information diall be asked for or communi¬
cated in writing, or by marts or aigm, conveyed in the maili,
for any distance wiitim the United Statea, three centa, when
ike poatage «pon auoh letter dhall have been prepaid, and five
cents when the pottage thereon ahall not have been prepaid ;
toe every each aingic letter or paper when convey ed wholly or

in pari by tea, and to, from, or through a foreign country, for
any dittmice over twenty-live hundred milea, fitteen centa, and
for any dittance wider t«renty-fi»e hundred milea, ten ceuta ;
{excepting, however, all caaea where auch poatagea have been
or ahall be adjusted at differer.t ratea by potlal treaty or con¬

vention already ¦concluded or hereafter to be made ;) and for a

double letter there ahall be charged double the ratea above
specified ; and for a treble letter, treble thoae ratea; and for a

quadruple letter, quadruple thoae ratea; and every letter or

parcel not exceeding halt aa ounce in weight ahall be deemed
a single letter, and -every additional weight of half an ounce,
or additional weight of lesrUiau half an ounce, ahall be charged
with an additional tinglejrottage ; and all drop-Uttert, or let¬
ters placed in any poat ofr.ee not for tranamiaaion but for de¬
livery only, ihall'be charged with postage at the rate of one
cent each ; and aK letters which ahall hereafter be advertiaed
as remaining over or uncalled for in any poat office, shall be
charged with one cent "m addition to the regular poaUge, both
to be accounted tor us-other poatagea now are; and the Poat-
master General ahall be and he la hereby authorized, when*
mr iVie i«nnu of the Post Office Department ahall have ex¬
ceeded the expenditure! by more than five per cent, for one
fiacal year, to reduce the poatage on Ictteaa conveyed any dis¬
tance within tbe United Statea to two centa the aingfe rate
when sueh poatage ahall be prepaid.

Sec. 4. And be itfurther enacted, That all newtptpert not
exceeding two ouncea in weight, aent from the office of publi¬
cation to actual and bona fide aubscribera, shall be charged
with postage as fellows, to wit: The postage on the regular
numbers of a newspaper published weekly, for any diatance
not exceeding fifty milea, aball he five cents per quarter ; for
any distance exceeding fifty miles, and not exceeding three
hundred milea, ten cents per quarter ; forany distance exceed¬
ing three hundred milea, and not exceeding one thouaand milea,
fifteen cents per quarter ; forany diatance exceeding one thou-jsand milea, and not exceeding two thouaand milea, twenty
centa per quarter ; for any diatance exceeding two thouaand
milea, and not exceeding fotir thouaand milea, twenty-five cents
per quarter.; for any distance exceeding four thousand miles
thirty centa per quarter ^ and papers publiahed semi-weekly
sltall be charged double thoae ratea { tri-weekly treble thoae
ratea ; and oftener than tri-weekly five timet those ratea. And
there ahall be charged upon every other newapsper, and each
circular not aealed, handbill, engraving, pamphlet, periodical,
magazine, book, andevery other description of printed matter,
which ahall be unconnected with any manuscript or written
matter, and which it may be lawful to tranamit through the
mail, of no greater weight than one ounce, for any diatance not
exceeding three hundred milea, one cent j and for each addi-
ditional ounce or fraction of an ounce one cent; for aoy dis¬
tance exceeding three towndred milea, and not exceeding one
thousand milea, doable thoae ratea for any distance exceed¬
ing one thousand miles, and not exceeding two thousand milea,
treble thoae rates j for any distance exceeding two thousand
miles, and not exceeding three thouaand milea, four timea
thoae rates ; forany distance exceeding three thousand miles,
and not exceeding four thouaand milea, five times thoae ratea ;
for any distance exceeding four thouaand milea aix timea thoae
rates." Bound bookt not weighing over thirty-two ounces ahall
be deemed mailable matter under the proviaionaof thia sec¬
tion. And the Postmaster General ahall require regular tub-
acribera to periodicaia, who receive the same by mail, and on
which the poatage shall not have been prepaid, to pay the
amount of one <piarter's postage in advance, and the postage on
all printed matter, other than newtpapera and periodicaia,
publiahed at interval! not exceeding three monthi, and aent
from the office of publication to actual and bona fide aub-
tcribert, to be prepaid ; and in ascertaining the weight of
newspapers for the purpose of determining the amount of
postage chargeable thereon, they shall be weighed when in a

dry atate. And whenever any printed matter on which tbe
postage is required by -this section to be prepaid shall,
through the inattention of postmaitert or otherwise, be aent
without prepayment, the aame thall be charged with double
the amount of poatage which would have been chargeable
thereon it the poatage had been prepaid ; but nothing in thia
act contained thall tubject to poatage any matter which ia ex¬

empted from the payment of poatage by any exiating law.
And the Pottnuater General, by and with the advice and con¬
sent of the President of the United States, ahall be, and he ia
herein authorized to reduce or enlarge, from time to time,
the rales of postage upon all lettera and other mailable matter
conveyed between the United Statea and any foreign country,
fur the purpose of making better poatal arrangement* with
oUj- «"_o»-rr.rnrni»,«* counteracting any adverse meaturea af-
irctnig our i>os(al intercourse with foreign countriet; and I
postmasters at the office of delivery are hereby authorised,
and it shall be their duty, to remove the wrappera and enve¬
lopes from all printed matter and pamphlets riot charged with
letter postage, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there is
upon or connected with any such printed matter, or in auch
package, any matter or thing which would authorize or re¬
quire the chaige of a higher rate of postage thereon. And all
publishers of pamphlets, periodicals, magazines, and news¬

papers which shall not exceed sixteen ouncea in weight, ahall
be allowed to interchange their publications reciprocally, free
of postage: Pronxded, That such interchange shall be con¬
fined to a single copy of each publication : And provided, al*o.
That said publishers may enclose in their publications the bills
for subscriptions thereto, without any additional charge for
postage.

Sec. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That it ahall be lawful to
coin at the mint of the United States and its branches a pieceof the denomination and legal value of three cents, or three-
hundredths of a dollar, to be composed of three-fourths silver
and one-fourth copper, and to weigh twelve grains and three-
eighths of a grain ; that the said coin shall bear auch devices as
shall be conspicuously different from those of the other silver
coins, and of the gold dollar, but having the inscription" United States of America," and its denomination and date ;
and that it shall be a legd tender in payment of debts for all
sums of thirty cents and under.

Sec. 4. And be itjurther enacted, That it thall be the dutyof the Pottmaitar General to provide and furnish to all deputy
postmasters, and to all other (>ersons applying and paying there¬
for, suitable postage stamps, ofthe denomination of three ceats,and of such denominations aa he may think expedient, to fa¬
cilitate the prepayment of postages provided for in this act;
and any peraon who shall forge or counterfeit any postage
stamp provided or furnished under the provisions of this or
any former act, whether tbe same are impressed or printed
on, or attacked to, envelopes or not, or any die, plate, or en¬

graving therefor, or shall make or print, or knowingly use or
sell, or have in his possession with intent to ute or tell, anytuch falae, forged, or counterfeited die, plate, engraving, or
poatage ttamp, or who shall make or print, or authorize or
procure to be made or printed, any poatage atarops ofthe kind
provided and furnished by the Postmaster General as afore¬
said, without the etpecial authority and direction of the Pott
Office Department, or who, alter tuch pottage stamps have
been printed, shall, with intent to defraud the revenues of the
Post Office Department, deliver any postage stamps to any
person or persons other than sueh as shall be authorized to
receive the aame by an instrument of writing, duly executed
under the hand of the Postmaster General and the seal of the
Post Office Department, shall, on conviction thereof, be deem¬
ed guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not exceedingfive hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five
yeart, or by both tuch fine and imprisonment; and the ex¬
penses of procuring and providing all tucb postage ttamp! and

enve?°l>es at are provided for or authorized by this act
J®*'" be paid, after being adjutted by the Auditor of the Pott
Ornce Department, on the certificate of the Pottmaster Gene¬ral, out ot ant money in the treasury arising from the reve¬
nue! of the Poit Offiee Department.Sec. i. Aiul be it further enacted, That the PottmasterGeneral shall be and he is hereby authorized to provide andfurnish to a 11 postmasters, and other persons applying and pay¬ing theretor, suitable letter envelopetof convenient tizes, with
one or more initable pottage, ttampt of such denominationsand value as he mt_v deem expedient, printed or impressedthereon, or attached thereto, which envelopes shall be told at
the cost of procuring and furnishing the same, as near as maybe, with the addition ot the value or denomination of the pott¬
age stamps so printed or impressed thereon, or attached there¬
to at aforesaid ; and letters when encloied in !uch envelopes,
or having pottage ttampt attached to tuch lettera, or to the en¬
velopes thereof, (the pottage stamp or stamps in every such
case being affixed or appearing on the outside, and of the va¬
lue, denomination, or amount required to prepay the postage
on such fetters under the provisions of thii act, and tuch ttampt
or envelopes not having been uted before,) thall pats in the
rnaila as prepaid letters ; and all letters enclosed in tuch en¬
velope! a! shall be provided and furnished by the Pottmatter
General, at first in this section preacriWed, and with pottage
stampa thereon as aforesaid, (and such postage ttampt cn tuch
e^velopet being equal in value and amount to the rates of post¬
age to which tuch letteri would be liable if aent by mail, and
tuch pottage ttampt and envelopes not having been before
nted,) may be sent, conveyed, and delivered otherwite than
bv pott or mail, notwithstanding any prohibition thereof un¬
der any exitting law : Prorntled, That the said envelope thall
be duly tealed, and the tame duly directed and addretted,
.and the dale of Mich letter, or of the receipt or Irantmittion
thereof, written or ttamped, or otherwise appear on such en¬

velope.
Stc. C. Awl be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty

of every pottmaster to caute to be defaced, in such manner ai
the Pottmatter General shall direct, all pottage stamps at¬
tached to letters deposited in hit office for delivery or to be
tent by mad : and it any pottmaster tending lettert in the
mail with post«ge ttampt attached shall omit to deface the
tame, it shall be the duty of" the pottmatter to whose offiee
tuch lettert shall be tent for delivery to deface the ttampt and
report the delinquent pottmaster to the Postmaster General.

And if any person shall use or attempt to me, in prepayment
of pottage, any postage stamp which shall have been before
uaed for tike purpose, tuch pertoa shall be subject to a penalty
of fifty dollar* tor every such offence, to be recovered in the
name ol the United States in aoy court of competent juris¬
diction.

Sec. 7. And b( it further enacted. That lists of letters re¬

maining uncalled for "in any post office in any city, town, or

village where a newspaper shall be printed, shall hereafter be
publishrd once only in the newspaper which, being issued
weekly or oltener, shall have the largest circulation wilhiu
the range of delivery of said office, to be decided by the post¬
master at such office, at such times and under such regulations
as the Postmaster General shall prescribe; and at a charge of
.one cent tor each letter advertised. And the postmaster at

iuch office is hereby directed to post in a conspicuous plaoe in
his office a copy of such list, on the day or day alter tne pub
lication thereof; and if the publisher of any such paper shall
reluse to publish the list of letters as provided in this section,
the postmaster may designate some other |>aper for snch pur¬
pose. Sueh lis'.s of letters shall be published once in every
six weeks, and as much oltener, not exceeding ones a week,
as the l'ostmaster General may specially direot: Provided',
That the Postmaster General may in his discretion direct the
publication ol German and other foreign letters in any news¬

paper printed in the German or any other foreign language,
which publication shall be either in lieu of or in addition to

the publication of the list of such letters in the manner first
in this section provided, as the Postmaster General shall direct.

Stc. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster
G^neral be authorized to contract or make other arrange,
ments for the transportation of mails of the United States
through any foreign country, and also (or the transportation
by such transient or other vessels as may be running between
ports of the United States and foreign ports, or between for¬
eign ports, in cases where there are no arrangements therefor,
and to provide for the collection of such postages on such let¬
ters and other mailable matter as may be sent under such ar¬

rangements and contracts, as mav be due to the United States,
either by prepayment or at such foreign porta, and for that
purpose to use and employ as agents the several consult of
the United States, or such other persons as he may think fit:
Provided, That no arrangement shall be made which will vio¬
late the laws prevailing in such foreign ports or countries, or

any treaty ol the United States.
Sec. y. And be it further enacted. That to any postmaster

whose commissions may be reduced below the amount allowed
at his office for the year ending the thirtieth day ofJune, eigh¬
teen hundre I and fifty-one, the Postmaster General shall be
authorized, in his discretion, to allow such additional commis¬
sions as he may deem just and proper: Provided, That the
whole amount of commissions allowed such postmaster during
any fiscal year shall not exceed by more than twenty per cent,
the amount of commissions at such office for the year ending
the thirtieth dav of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-one.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted. That no post office now
in existence shall be discontinued* nor shall the mail service
on any mail route in any of the States or Territories be dis¬
continued or diminished, in consequence of any diminution of
the revenues that may result from this act; and it shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to establish new post offices,
and place the mail service on any new mail routes established,
or that may hereafter be established, in the same manner as

though this act had not passed.
Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That there shall be

paid to the 1 ost Office Department, in further payment and
compensation tor the mail service performed for the two Houses
ol Congress and the other departments and officers Of the Gov¬
ernment, in the transportation of free matter, the sum of five
hundred thousand dollars per year, which shall be paid quar-

prUted"1 ° '^ h100^1 the treasury not otherwise appro-

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That there is hereby
appropriated, out oi any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, the sum of one million of dollars to supply any

deficiency that may arise in the Post Office Department.
Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of

the Treasury shall be and he is hereby aathorized to appoint
and employ in the office of the Auditor for the Pott Office De¬
partment such additional clerks as shall be found necessary in
such office in consequence of the passage of this act, not ex¬

ceeding eight in all, and at such salaries as he may think pro¬
per, not exceeding fourteen hundred dollars per annum for
one-half of tuch clerks and twelve hundred dollars per annum
for the residue thereof; which salaries, until the close of the
next fiscal year, shall be paid quarterly, out of any money in
the treasury not otherwise appropriated.
n SeCl.l4LW be it Jurther enacted. That the Postmaster
General shall be and he is hereby authorized to appoint and
employ such additional clerks in the Post Office Department
not exceeding eight in all, at thall be found necetsary in tuch
department in consequence of the passage of this act, at such
salaries, not exceeding fourteen hundred dollars per year for
one-half of such clerks, and twelve hundred dollars iir year
for the other half, as may appear to said Postmaster General
to be iust and expedient; which talariet, until the clote of the
next fitcal year, thall be paid quarterly, out of any moneyt in
the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

. Mr; CfLA,.Y- I h®* Ieav® t0 make n suggestion, with .
view to facilitate business. Let ue, by general consent, adopt
the substitute, with the power of amending it afterwards, and
let it be considered as if it were the original bill.
The PRESIDENT. If such is the pleasure of the 8enate,

that course will be pursued. *

Mr. GWLY. I am entirely in favor of the original bill
and opposed to the amendment. I hope the original bill will
not be stricken out.
Mr. SEWARD. I think with the Senator from Califor-

ail* tW° ' am decidediy 'Q f*vo' of the House

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will be on the
amendment. *

,

Mr. RUSK. I will modify my amendment by striking out
tne following provision from the firit section :

AndJhe Postmaster General shall be and he is hereby
authorized, whenever the revenue of the Po.t Office Depart¬
ment shall have exceeded the expenditures by more than five
per cent for one fiscal year, to reduce the postage on letters
conveyed any distance within the United Stateito two cents
tfie single rate, when such postage shall be prepaid/'

It has been objected that ihis clause gave too much potter
to the Postmaster General, and power rather of a legislative
character. And it has also been suggested that he might re¬
duce the mail service in order to reduce the postage. I have
no fears on that seore at all; but I modify my amendment in
this way to obviate all objections of that sort.

Mr. SEW ARD.. I desire to submit an amendment to the
amendment in the second section. It is one to which I pre¬
sume there will be no objection.. This section adopts two
ounces in weight as the weight of newspapers on which the
lowest amount of postage is to be paid. I have no doubt it
was supposed by the committee that that would allow the
transmission through the mail of the daily commercial news-

1 have ascertained that the effect of the provision
will be to cut off two commercial papers, and aa I presume
the desire of the committee was to be equal and jost, I move
to strike out " two ounces" and insert .« three ounces."

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. 8E WARD. I move to make the same alteration in

the second section of the bill as it came from the House.
1 he amendment was agreed to.

. Mu' ®EWARD- 1 move to amend the proposed substilute
in the first section, bj- striking out the words "three cents

,
whe" the postage upon such letter shall have been prepaid,
and five cents when the postage thereon shall not have been,"

and inserting the words " two cents to be in all caaea" before
the word "prepaid." That brings before the 8enate the idea
desired to submit, that postage upon letters should in all

casf s be required to be prepaid, and sNonld be fixed for all
¦stances at two cents. The House of Representatives have

adopted the rate of three cents for all distances in the United
States, without discriminating between prepaid and unpaid
letters. The proposition of the committee of the 8enate is
to adopt three cents as the rate of postage on prepaid and five
cents as the rate on unpaid letters. I shall not detaiu the
Senate with an argument upon my proposition, because
every phase of postsge reform, as it is called, has been exam¬
ined and considered. I wish barely to say that I suppose the
sdoption of either principle on this subject will make the
Post Office Department a burden on the treasury for some
time. But if the principle on which this postage reform rests
be sound, as I believe it to be, and as it has proved itself to be
then that burden on the treasury would shortly disappear, and
the rates of postage would produce revenue ; and I believe
that ultimately more revenue will be produced by adopting the
standard of two cents than by either of the other standards
which are presented to the consideration of the Senate by the
bills before them.

J

The manner in which a reduction of postage operates, as
we all know, is by increasing the amount of correspondence,
and of course increasing the nnmber of small charg£, which
uken together, constitute the revenue. The adoption of
the lowest standard will tend most to increase the revenue, in
myjudgment. Of course, there is a minimum beyond which
much revenue cannot be produced.
The advantage of adopting a prepaid system in all cases,

would be to reduce the expenses of the department reduce
them vastly, reduce them beyond calculation, for a large por¬
tion of the expenses of the Post Office Depirtment are now
as we know, incurred by reason of the credit system, render'-
"<r * number of clerks necessary ,n the deputy post
offices It is the multiplication of clerks, rendered necessary
for the keeping of complicated accounts, that swells thee*
penditures of the Post Office Department.

I do not see any reason why those who are willing to pay
for the use of the post office should be afforded credit un ew

!LVTiTV0 accfomn,0date gome d»*of ^e people of
the Lnited States, or for the benefit of the Pott Office Depart¬
ment I submit whether the reduction of postage to two rent.
would not bring it entirely within the reach of every person

^or.r.'z.r" . p°'

nf
RL8 j" 1 am"ot Particularly opposed to the adoption

of that amendment, though it is perhaps due to the Postm.
fr General, with whom I have consulted, and at whose in
stance a great many of the provisions of the amendment I have
offered were pot in, to state that he is of opinion tha h i
absolutely neceM.ry t0 adopt the system of one rate for pre!
psiJ and another for unpaid letters. In the first place, there

letter*
m pt^nsTara ®£r«t,./',iu'ring the prepayment of

P">y, as they chose Th?" " 7 prep*y °r n0t 10 Pre-

persons who """qoence would be that those

EM fcqoainled with the change of the law
would throw unpaid letters into the offices. That is one oE
jection.and one which has ereat fnrra ,l ,

Droixised l>v th#> hin.,.n w ,
.10 l^e amendment

proposed by the honorable Senator from New York. Another

is, that it will very greatly reduce the amoont of the revenue.
One thing which I have had io view in preparing my amend¬
ment ha* been to keep the receipt* of the department aa near

u possible to its expenditures. I feel T'r*HI from the ex¬

amination I have given the subject, in eoaoexion with the
Postmaster General.lor I deemed it proper (j consult with
him, and also with postmasters of experience.that, under the
provisions ol the substitute I have ottered, the revenues of ike

department will meet the expenditures. I will read to the
Senate a communication which I received from the Postmas¬
ter General an this subject:

Post Oirici Dkpartmiht, Jahuabt 29, 1851.
8ia : In sccordance with your suggesiian and of my own

convictions of duty, I have attentively conaidered the " Act
to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the United 8tates
and to proviJe for the coinage of a three cent piece," which
lately passed the House of Representatives, and now propose,
as requested by you in our interview of this morning, to state

my viewB in regard to some of the provisions of that act.
Before doing ao, it is proper state that it is not my purpose

to oppose the passage of this or any other act which may meet
the deliberate approval of the 8enate or Houae of Representa¬
tives/and that in suggesting objections or amendments I do
so with due respect for the House of Representatives, and in
the belief that the members of that Hoase, If the subject is
again presented to their consideration, will generally approve
my suggestions.

I deeire also, in justice to myself, to etate my views in regard
to the reduction of the revenue which will be cauaed by the
passage of the bill in ita present form, beyond the reduction
which would result from the reduced ratea of postage recom¬

mended in the last annual report from thia department. If 1
should omit to do this, the effects of the reduction propo> <¦<?

by the House bill might create an impression that the opin-
iona expressed in that report, in reference to the effect of tin
reductions there recommended, were erroneous and decepi ive.
In doing thia no diarespect ia intended to thoee members of
the House who advocated a still further reduction. The head
of an Executive department which, ever aince the organiza¬
tion of the Government, haa been conducted upon the prin¬
ciple that it should sustain itself, ought not, perhaps, to urge
a departure from that principle, while members of Congress
may well cooaider whether the benefits accruing to their con¬

stituents and the country by an extreme reduction of the rates
of postage will not justify them in securing such benefits by a

large annual appropriation from the treasury.
The House haying deliberately fixed the rate of inland let¬

ter postage at three cents the single rate, without regard to

prepayment, I propose to say in reference to thia feature of
the bill that the experienced financial officer of this depart¬
ment, after a most careful examination, estimates an increas-
ed reduction in the revenues of the department for the next
fiscal year of #700,000 over and above the reduction which
would have been caused by reducing our inland letter poetage
to five cents the single rate when unpaid, and thro cents
when prepaid.
The same officer estimates a reduction in the revenue for

the next fiscal year, by the adoption of a uniform three cent
rate for California and Oregon, of #290,000 beyond the re¬
duction which would have been caused bp the reduction of
letter postage to and from Oregon and California to one-half
the present ratea.

While I would recommend a very larfe reduction of the
present letter poetage to and from California and Oregon, I
feel it my duly to state that the great expense of our ocean

lines, and the extraordinary cost of transfortation across the
Isthmus and in California, not only justify but require an in¬
creased rate of postage on these long routei Unless this fea¬
ture of the bill is changed we shall have ts ratea of postage
from New York and New Orleans to Cjba 12$ cents 5 to
Chagrea 20 cents ; to Panama 30 cents, and to California
and Oregon (notwithstanding the greatly hcreased distance)
only 3 cents.

Further authority ahould be given to the department to
make arrangements for the transportation of the mail to places
in foreign countries by transient vesseb or otherwiie, and
for that purpose to employ our consuls as special agents.

Great commercial advantages might remit from an arrange¬
ment for the tiasportation of the maili from Chagrea and
Panama along the Atlantic and Pacific oasts of South Ame¬
rica, which might perhaps be accomplisled by tranaient ves¬
sels or otherwise, at a moderate cos', ihough the agency of
our consuls.
The propriety of fixing more uniform rates of sea postage

was referred to in the annual report from this department; and
to the suggestions there made you are tespectlully referred.
The different rates now established are sazatiously numerous
and complicated.some with and some without inland poetage
added. No rates of postage are established to many points
to which it would be desirable to make arrangements to send
oar mails, while rates are established to points of less impor¬
tance sometimes in the same vicinity. For instance, the act
of March 3d, 1845, establishes a rate of sea pestage " be¬
tween any ports of the United States aid the ports ofEngland
or France, or any other foreign port net lees than three thou¬
sand miles distant," but omitsto estatflbh a general rate to
foreign ports not three thousand miles distant from the United
States. The same act establishes the rates of postage "be-
tween the porta of the United 8tates and any of the West
India ialands or islands in the Gulfof Mexico," but establishes
no ratea of postage to Mexican porta or the main land adjoin
ing that Gul£

1 j
It is proper also to remark that the first sectien, as it now

stands, probably abolishes the franking privilege of all mem-
bers of CoogiMt, officers of the Government, and others. If
all letters are to be charged with poetage, the privilege of
franking letters must necessarily ceaae. ,

'I he provision in regard to the compensation of partmasters I
ahould be amended. The practical execution of the provision <
in its present form would be difficult if not imposiible. It
certainly is not intended to give poetmasters their full com-
missions, precisely aa though all the letters hereafter sent !
through the mails were charged with postage at the old rates, i
for the increaae in the number of letters would soot be such i
as to increase to an unreasonable amount the conmissions
that would be allowed by such a construction. *lo fix the
compenaation at the compensation of the last or preient year
would not accord with jthe true construction of the act, for
there is a natural increase in the number of Jetters offrom ten
to fifteen per cent, per year. Nor would it be just to fix their
compensation at the compensation at the same officts for the
present year, for the business at all the offices is aibject to
fluctuation, and some two thousand new offices will probably
be established during the present year. Nor does tlis provi-
sion afford a remedy for the whole difficulty. Then are nu¬
merous offices where the compensation or salary of the post-
master is fixed by law, and where the clerks have heretofore
been paid (and generally not very liberally paid) out of the !
surplus left of the commissions, after paying the ether ex-

penses and the postmaster's salary. These offica are all
important to the aervice, and it ia indispensably necessary
that due provision should be made for the just compensation
of the cleiks employed in them. The better mode of meeting
the whole difficulty would seem to be to authorize the Post-
master General (perhaps for the next fiscal year only, or
until Congress shall otherwise order) to increase the commis-
sions now allowed to postmasters, to enable him to make an
additional allowance for clerk hire, under such limitations and
restrictions as may lie prescribed by Congress or the Post-
master General. These commissions should then be disburs-
ed and accounted for under existing laws. I

The rates of postage on printed matter, and especially on
bound books, at least for great distances, as fixed by theHouse
bill, are too low for the interests of the department. There ia
reason to fear that the large increase of printed matter produc¬
ed by this bill will overburden our mails and more than quad-
ruple the failures and irregularities now so much complained
of, and which are to s great extent caused by the enormous
weight of the printed matter (free and chargeable) now sent
by mail. If there is an increase, as great as may perhaps be
anticipated, the present horseback service on numerous mail
routes will be required to be raised to two horse coach service,
and two horse to four horse coach service, thus requiring an
enormous increase of our expenditures for transportation.

If the department is to assume the business of express com¬
panies and other common carriers, it- should be allowed to
graduate ita prices at least in resect to distance. It will at
once be perceived that with the unifojm rate fixed by this act
the department will only be allowed to carry over long or ex¬

pensive route*, when private expresses cannot profitably do it
at the post office rates. From Houlton in the State of Maine,
to 8anta Fe in New Mexico, from 8t. Paul in Minnesota, to
San Francisco in California, the Post Office Department must
carry reprints of novels and other books, and other printed
matter, at the rata of fifteen cents a pound, while no private
express would undertake to carry the same in parcels of one
hundred pounds at five times that rate.

Prepaid magazines (and what will not be a raagaxine if this
bill passes >) are to be carried at seven and a half cents or less
per pound from Philadelphia to 8an Francisco, while the pri¬
vate expres*. charge sixty-five cents per pound for packagesof one hundred pounds from iNew York to San Francisco.
The department pays from eighteen to twenty cents a pound
Tor the cost of the transportation of this matter across the Isth¬
mus alone, and, after allowing the fifty per cent, commissions
to the postmasters, it gets but 3| cents per pound for carrvina
it the whole distance from Philadelphia, by the way of Nei
x ork, to San Francisco.
Our present semi-monthly mails which cross the Isthmus

from the Atlantic to the Pacific, will it j. believed soon exceed
ten thousand pounds in weight, or more than twenty thousand
pounds a month, and their weight under this bill will deoend
to a great extent upon the quantity of books and other printed
matter, not weighing more than thirty ounces each whirh the
booksellers and dealers of San Francisco can sell at' the reduc-

Pr'Ce"A* ?". £Ut °n When c'rried i" «»
one-fourth the freight now charged by private expresses.

of the second section would seem ,0 embrace
printed circulars, and reduce the postage of those not weighing
more than two ounces from the present rate of three cents
prepaid to one cent, without regard to prepayment If there
is to be any such reduction, it would be better to make it onlv
when at least five hundred are put in an office at the same
time, and prepaid by stamps, which should be authorixed for
»uch purpose.

If thia aeclioo ia to stud aa it ia, ail " newapapera, pam¬
phlet*, periodical*, magazine*, book*, aod every other de¬

scription of printed matter" are U be charged with portage,
thua cutting off all free exchangee, and other free printed nat¬
ter, except the free circulation of papera in the iaimed ate
neighborhood ol the office of publication.
The fourth aeclioo should be amended ao a* to make it

peuul te " uae or atU forged atampa, or to have them in po»-
teaaton with intent to aell them, either aa Uue or falae. It
ahould alao be made penal for the engraver or any other per-
a°n t0 Print theae atampa, except under the order of the de¬

partment, or to deliver any atampe when ao printed, except
to the regularly appointed agent of the department. A pe¬
cuniary penalty ahould alio be impoeed for wing, or attempt¬
ing to uae, auch atampa for the prepeyment of postage after
they have been once uaed for that purpose.

In case the Senate concludea to retain the franking privi¬
lege, .here ahould be an enlarged permanent appropriation for
he transportation of free matter, which appropriation ahould
be conaidered aa a part of the permanent revenue of the de¬
partment. In my judgment, tbie additional appropriaUon
ought to be at leaat five hundred dollar* per annum, which
with the $200,000 now appropriated, would not more than
equal the poatage which could be charged on such matter if
it were not free.
The question of the largeat circulation of newspaper ap¬

plying for the adverUeemett of uncalled for lettera ought to be
decided by the tocal poatmaater*, and not by the Poatmaater
General. The Poatmaater General might preacribe general re¬

gulation in regard to the matter, but, having done ao, he
ought not to be further burdened with theae queetiona. except
in caae* of appeal.

v

Printers ahould be paid for publiahing liata of lettera not
callcd for according to the number of lettera advertised and
not according to the number called for { but if the Srat ia
deemed unwiae, the number "delivered," and not the num¬
ber " called for," ahould regulate the compenaation. A friend
of the printer might "call" foi them all, and refuae to
take any.
The Posimaster General ahould have power to order a more

frequent publication at the larger officea. At New York
Boaton, Ac. the accumulation of uncalled for lettera for six
weeks would be ao great aa to interfere aerioualy with the bu-
aineaa of the office.
The proviaioo intended to puniah publiahera for a refuaal to

inaert the advertiaement doea not appear to me either neceasirv
or expedient.

7 I
If aUmped envelope* were authorized to be furniahed by

the Department, and lettera encloaed in auch envelopea. and
properly directed, not exceeding the weight which might be
sent in auch stamped envelopea aa prepaid lettera, were allowed
to be carried on poet routes and elaewhere by private exprea-
aea or otherwiae, without inourring any penally, the revenue*
of the Department would be increaaed by the arrangement,
i his would be a great convenience to pereona reaiding in dif-
erent places between which there ia frequent communication
by omuibuaea, expresses,'ferries, or railroad. Under auch
circumstance* persona frequently aend out of the mail, not for
the purpoae of aaviog poatage, but because they cannot well
wait for the regular mail conveyance.

If tbia bill pasaea, it will greatly increase the number of
letters and the labors of thia department. 8ome provision
ahould therefore be made for the employment of additional
clerks in tbia department and in the office of the Auditor for
the department

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

u .
K. HALL, Poatmaater General.

Hon ia J, Rusk, Chairman of the Committee
on Post Office and Post Roads, U. 8. Senate.

P. 8. I find, on reading'the above since it was copied for
my signature, that I have inadvertently omitted to atate that
the financial officer of the department estimates that the re¬
duction of the revenue from postages on printed matter, which
would reeult from the adoption of the Houie rates, would
exceed by two hundred thouaand dollars the reduction which
would reault from the adoption of the rates recommended in
the laat annual report from this department; thua making an
aggregate difference againat the department of one million
one hundred and ninety thousand dollars for the next fiscal
ytMX' N. K. H.

Mr. RUSK continued : So far as I am concerned, I believe,
as I reported to the Senate more than a year ago, that a uniform
rate of letter postage of two cents, in all cases prepaid, will, in a
very few years, yield sufficient revenue, especially if there
were, aa there ahould be, an appropriation out of the treasury
lor the uae which the Government make of the Post Office
Department, such as the franking of communications by
members of Congreas and heads of departments. So far as I
am concerned, I am very willing tbat the treaaury should de¬
fray the expenses of the department until a rate of two cents
stould be found adequate to support the department. I ahall,
therefore, vote for the amendment, though I felt it was due to
the Postmaster General, whom I have found to be a very in¬
telligent and indefatigable officer, to preaent his reasons for a

vr
ee cents prepaid ami five cents unpaid.

Mr. DAVI8, of Massachusetts. I Bhould be very glad, for
one, to see my way clear, to vut- for a uniform rate of two
cents, with prepayment in all ca*es. I feel, however, some
little embarrassment when the department professes to have
gone into the financial examination of this subject, and to
have reached a result by which they recommend three cents
as the lowest rate which the revenue of the Post Office De¬
partment will bear. I feel myself more friendly to a uniform

.
'
ji

PreWnent in cases, and I am entirely con¬
vinced that when the country have once had a system of that
lercription, and witnessed its beautiful workings, they will
be entirely satisfied that it is altogether the best system that has
sver been adopted. I am told that there are objections in some
portions of the country to such uniform rate, and requiring
prepayment in all cases. That certainly is not applicable to
my portion of the country. I would to-morrow, although
iomei little confusion might grow out (of it, be willing to adopt
luniform rate and dismiss all books from the post office.

hat is the operation of it ? The post offices carry a cur-

rency of their own. They propose to issue stamps, and sell
heae stamps. They will sell them through persons they ap¬
point, I suppose, and when any person therefore desirea to
prepay his letter.and if the law requirea it, he mutt do it
he buys a quantity of these stamps, he puts them upon the
letters when he sends them to the post office, and it ia as easily
Jone as to put a seal on a letter, or to wafer it. As soon aa
it reaches the poet office they deface it at ORce, so that it can
never go into circulation again.
Now, sir, some persons have auppoaed there may be some

inconvenience in doing this. There can be none at all among
persona of business, among those accustomed to use the post
affices, and there will not be the least inconvenience. I am

Jesiroua, for example, to write a letter to my correspondent
on my own affairs, and not on his. I wish, therefore) to pay
the postage both waya myaelf. Now, mark how easily it is
Jone. I put a stamp on the letter which I write, and I put
s stamp on the inaide of the one which I send to ray corre¬

spondent, and thua I pay the postage each way. Suppose it
is a double letter, we may have stamps of a double character,
or, if you do not happen to have double or triple stamps, you
iiraply put two or three single stampe on your letter. There
is no inconvenience resulting from this currency. It works
out the greatest possible convenience, and I think the coun¬
try could adopt it'with the greatest satisfaction. I know, as
the honorable chairman of the Committee on Post Offices
.uggests, that if you suddenly stop the preaent system, and
introduce a new system with which the public are unacquaint¬
ed, some little inconvenience and confusion would follow.
out it seems to be considered that no great change can be
worked without some inconvenience.

Sir, I will not enter into the financial view of the subject;
but our own experience has shown that when we reduce the
rates the correspondence throughout the ciuntry increases j
and we have every reaaon to believe, both from our own ex¬
perience and the experience of other countriea that have adopt¬
ed a system of thia sort, tbat the instant it ia reaorted to, and
the country discover how cheaply they can command the post
office service, correspondence increases, and you are indemni¬
fied in the revenue by the increased matter which passes
through the office. There ia every thing, in my judgment,
to recommend a ayatem of this sort, and to commend it to a
tair and discreet trial in the country. I have been aniious,
rom the first efforts made here to reform postage rates, to
ange the rate of payments. I have been aaxious to come

at once to some system of thia sort, and to some uniform rate,
!i!!i .«,

insist on prepayment in all caaea, and I would
give the currency I have adverted to, in order to make it con-

r.Kit t,°. every hoiJ- 1 think you would get revenue enough.
think the country would be sati»fitd with it. These are

considerations which are impressed on my mind, and which

r-rV°T e"bracfd by lhe country. But I hope
r \ Y 0rk wiH' out of deference to the

fP'T" °f thre department and the condition of the finance,,
let the rate of three centa stand. The department aay they
S .nirifgfe * 11 and g,et °n Wi,h il- 1 wiU mcet 'hem in
be spirit of compromise, for that .eema to be the fashion of

Ji l'nir me6t rCm °" that «round- I would be glad
1. m^n/°rtl? PrePaympn'- I do not see much to

increased rate on unpaid letter*. What would
be the effect Suppose a man choosea to write to me, and
does not pay the poatage, although it may be on hia own af-

es!; ,he '. not Puni«hed. The reci¬
pient of the letter is puniahed ; and that will turn out to be
the caae in about nine times out of ten. If you raiae the rate

*0tDe °h*ht P«nal'y. you
inflict it on the individual who takes the letter from the office
instead of him who sends it. You inflict the penally on the
wrong man. You do not place the penalty on the right
.boulder.; and I do not see much to recommend a system of
tbat sort, nor do I perceive that there ia any thing to recom¬
mend the discrimination proposed. I believe the English have
some ~chprinc^e but do not wish to see it adojted here.
I would be very glad ,f this motion of the Senator from New

T kTu * f0"? which 1 could give it my sup-
port. I should be very g|,d to aid in eatabliahing a uniform
rate of three centa.

8

Mr. 8MIPH. It seems to me that it ia desirable to limit
the gentlemen to the precise queation we have before u*.
Tbat queation is, whether we shall or shall not cut down the

postage of letters to a uniform rate of two cento. The bill
from the Houee proposes a uniform rate of three cento and

.*-- -«««*!w
thouaMd doliara to make up *oy deficiaocv that th«»

may be m the rvve.ua of the Poat Office Dspartolent in con¬
sequence of the reduction. The honorable kun.,., f

Texas has proposed a substitute making the rates three c^
for prepaid letters and five cento for unpsidletters ThiTk.
tells us, wiU, in his judgment and in the
Postmaster General, be adequate to meet the expenaos of the
department, and therefore be does not propose anv sonmnri.
tion of a million and a half of dollars.

' .Ppropria-
The honorable Senator from New York, however, now

proposes the rate of two cents to be prepaid, but do«s not tell
us what appropriation would be necetsary in order to meet
the deficiency in the reveouee of the department which mav
accrue in conaequence of it. Undoubtedly it will be more
than a million and a half of doliara. I presume it will be ne¬
cessary, if wo adopt the proposition of the honorable Senator
Irom New York, to make an appropriation of not less >h*n
two millions of dollars in order to cover the deficiency that
will certainly accrue in the revenues of the department. Por
one, I am decidedly in favor of cheap postage on the one
hand, and on the other I am for aupporting the department
out of the revenues that will accrue from postage on letters,
newspapers, &c. I would not insist, however, in this busi¬
ness of reduction, that the revenues in the very first instance
should be adequate to meet the expenses of the department.
If we had reason to believe that they would become adequate
within any reasonable period of time, I might be prepared to
support the measure of reduction that ia proposed by my hon¬
orable friend from New Yoik. But I am not prepared to
agree to this most enormous reduction. I do not believe that
the revenues of the department would be adequate to support
it for years to come at that rate. It must be recollected that
our present poetage is ten cento for a letter for any distance
exceeding three hundred miles, and five cento for all distances
under that. It is now proposed to bring down the postage
on letters to the very low rate of two cento for sny distance,
no matter how great; not only for the transportation of letters
within the United States; not only when the transportation
of letters is by land, but also in all the caaea where it is by
¦ea. The rate will comprehend letters transmitted to Oregon
and to California, where, I venture to say, the actual coat of
transportation will be altogether more than the rate proposed
by my honorable friend from New York. If we recur to the
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, which I now hold in
my hand, wo will find that for the next fiscal year the eati-
mates of the deficit in the revenues of the Government are no
less than #865,966.19. To this he says is to be added the
interest on the stock to be issued in favor of Texas, and that
amount of stock, as we all know, is ten millions of dollars ;
making the deficit estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury
for the next fiscal year about a million and a half of dollars.
Wow, if we pass this bill aa it comes to us from the House,
we add another million and a halfof dollars, making a defirit
of three millions. And I venture to say that if we pas» the
bill from the House making thoee land warranto assignable
which we have issued as bounties to those who have been en¬
gaged 10 the various wars of the country since the commence¬
ment ol the present century, we shall lose every dollsr of
revenue which is to accrue from the public lands, which in
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury is estimated for
the next fiscal year at #1,600,000. All that would be swept
¦way ; and then, if we pass this bill as it cornea from the
House, there ia to be added an appropriation ofa million and a
ball of dollars; and how much more is to be added in the
event of the sweeping reduction propoeed by the honorable
Senator from New York, I know not. But I do not believe
the treasury ia in a condition to justify this moat enormous
reduction of postage. I am in favor of cheap postage. I am
in favor of a very considerable reduction, but I am for pro¬
ceeding in this business of reduction with caution, making it
no further than the condition of the treasury would authorize.
It would seem to me that the measure proposed by my hon¬
orable friend from Texas is a proper measure.a reduction to
three cento, in all cases where the postage is prepaid, and five
«>nto where it is not prepaid ,. makingja distinction, as I be¬
lieve the substitute does, between cases where the mails are

transported by land and where they are transported through
a foreign country in part, and partly by sea; or, in other
words, requiring, in the cases of California and Oregon, some
addition to the rates, in consideration of the very great ex¬

pense which the Government is obliged to incur in order to
perform the service between thoso parts of the country and
other sections of the Union. It would seem to me, therefore,
that the amendment proposed by my honorable friend from
lexas is a judicious amendment that it is a safe and proper
amendment, that under it the revenues of the department
will probably be adequate to cover all theexpemes; and there-
lore 1 am decidedly in favor of it, aod not in favor of the bill
as it came from the House, nor in favor bf the amendment of
the Senator from New York.
Mr. HAMLIN. I had made some investigation of this

subject, and bad prepared myself with certain figures, which
I desired to hays presented to the Senate, or rather to state
to the Senate the conclusions I had drawn from facto which I
nad examined. It is neither wise nor expedient, in my judg¬
ment, to address the 8enate at this late hour of its session in
ong speeches. I forego, therefore, the views which I pro¬
posed to present. But, inasmuch as I design to vote for the
amendment which has been offered by the Senator from New
iork, I desire to state briefly the reasons which will control
my vote.

I am in favor of maintaining the Pet Office Department
as a separate branch of the Government, as a general princi¬
ple, from its own revenues. I would not faaten it on the
treasury. I would not make it dependant on the treasury
for its support as a general system, and while I adopt that rule,
I would not shrink from imposing a slight burden temporari¬
ly on the treasury for a good reason. In my judgment the
department should pay for the servicei they receive, and un¬
til these very few years past, all matter which properly be¬
longed to the General Government, as every Senator knows,
was transmitted through the Post Office Department free of
charge. Now, it is working no injustice to the people of the
whole country for them to contribute to the support of this
department, to pay for the postage of the General Govern¬
ment. Nor, is it working any injustice to them if we should
ask of them to pay for what they have already received.
Memorials have poured in upon us from every section of this
country. I do not know how numerous they may be. I do
not know that the chairman of the Committee on the Poet
Office and Post Roads could tell us that. They are almost
like sands upon the sea-shore. They come from every hill-
top and every valley. There is no sulject upon which there
has been so decided and so general an expression of public
sentiment through the medium of petition as upon that which
relates to cheap postage. What have they asked ? They
have asked, I believe almost uniformly, a rate of two cants
prepaid postage. The substitute of the 8enator from Texas
proposes nothing of the kind. It prop >ses a rate of three
cento on prepaid and five cento on unpaid letters.

I am in favor of adopting the amendment which the Sena¬
tor from New York has offered, because I believe within a

very limited period of years it will yield a revenue adequate
to the support of the Post Office Department. I have alrea¬
dy stated the reasons why I think the treasury should con¬
tribute to produce that result to a limited extent, and for a

temporary period.
I think the history of the penny postage system in Great

Britain should not be lost upon us, and that Senators should
not be alarmed or have their feara excited that we are throw¬
ing this department upon the treasury, by establishing here as
low a rate as that which ia in operation in Great Britain
The mercantile community, all classes of our people in fsct,
are as competent as the English to see the advantages of the
cheap postage system. And whatever may be true of that
system will be more than true here. The system that has
been found to effect such great results there, may, in my
opinion, be relied upon with the utmost safety here. I re-
member, too, very well the humble part I took in effecting
the reduction of postage in the other branch of the national
legislature, when it was reduced from the old to the present
rates < and I think I may say truly that precisely the same
state of alarm existed then in the minds of those who were
called upon to act in relation to cheap postage that now exists.
That result has proved that low rates of postage, which did
not at farst yield a revenue adequate to the support of the
department, has already began to yield a surplus.

This bill originally proposed prospectively to give the Post¬
master General power, whenever the revenues should suffi¬
ciently increase, to reduce the rate from three cento to two
cents. But that provision has been stricken out. The bill
then stands without any discretionary p1Wer being vested in
the Postmaster General, and if we establish the rates which
are specified, my word for it you will have the same routine,
you will have the same proces* logo over again in relation to
this whole matter. I think the public mind ia already set-
tlei, that if a system of very cheap postage can be supported
in .bngland, it can be supported here. And the evidence
which is furnished to us in relation to our own recent reduc¬
tion of pestage comes with the full force for a further reduction.
In my judgment it is vastly better at once, by a single rate,
to establish that system which is so much desired, and which
I think will l>e agitated until it is accomplished, than to adopt
it at different periods of time, and subject the whole legislation
of the country to these periodical perplexities on revising the
system, I will not say annual, but at periods of every two or
three years distant from esch other.

These are the reasons which will control my vole, but I will
not elaborate upon them. I had looked into the subject care¬

fully, and there are calculations in figures, I think, which
would serve to satisfy many at least of the feasibility of the
proposed reduction, but I do not design to trespass on the time
of the Senate for the purpose of presenting them. I have
staled only the reasons which will control me i& the vote
which I shall give.

Mr. DAYTON. I concurentirely in the recommendations
which have been made on different sides of the chamber, that
it i< desirable to lower our rates of postage, keeping at the
same time the standard sufficiently high to enabje the depart¬
ment to approximate at least to support itself. We have been
referred to the system of postage in Great Britain, where I
believe postage ia limited to one penny, which is equal to
.bout two cento prepaid, and they have an addition for unpaid

fined to England, Scotland, Ireland, and W.le^T think °°fc
h.s no reference, I take i! for granted, to the coloni.l ~L-
.ion. ef Great Britain.

'po""e"-
If youadopt tbe'efore, the English rule, and tost this billby their rt.nd.rd, you will find that three cent, u a less ratiof portage th.n .bat now in force in Great BriuJ -ft!

hoiwe bill propose, a uniform rate of postage of three ««,.
while in Great Britain, a. I before -id^unp.id leUe^Ttfe
.Wndardi. .till higher. Thia account* tb«£e,K
measure, for the view which ha. been taken by the deoart

^unpaid 2J" °f »*** *. -ounttftd
view the caw"' t0 m® tbere '* ¦ P'°P"«ty in that

ira ^Thlin& m * T,Mer °f eiPeriment.
Senator from New YoJt ' amendment of the
aspect*. Hi. am.rwt

n * me M «nomalou. in all its

^nt.^fo^^V'.lT of postage to -

paid the letter i. [jt, ® V'"1 * *¦ money not being
%

the amendment. It *rikl mu?'' 1 uoden"and t0 *»
suggest themselves to thTmin, ^e"0n,^ W0U,d
not be adopted. Our budnZ 0De why " "bould
may moo Jd.pt theli£?T Dnen ,n °Ur commef^' cities
-y chooee to lay^tu it wl«ri °'-

fore the great mawet, who are 1L«!Ju * **'* * U.

great country to another can Jun .h T °°e«tent of
there is a pcitive proprie*

P lhenwelve8 10 il- ».«*«.
mail a letter on the biiinei of

an lndirit|u«l to

for whose benefit it £f***
my businets. That friend^rTeopiSZlP"* ?
ment, cannot aocwer my letter unle»« h« ? S" amend"

portage. No letter i. Jfcca^^^T^'**
ment of the 8enator from New York unlew h«° *Jnf1nd*
.hall prepay the po.tage. It .eem. to

h° T"' U
-L4- -SHE.frtI'xr

y evident, from our past experience in thi. country, that allthe business community will soon adant thenl.i.1,* /
rule we think proper to lay dowa. therefore, we adopt",uniform .y.tem of three cent, for wepaWletSrJ .Sf?
cents for unpudletters, the,commercial men will won conform

'« r ^ Ter^ *°°n U8e ,'1® »t«mps referred to by theSenator from Muwchwetto. We have seen thi. £ the rZ
nowIS, th t'Cf W® h#Ve m#de- How many l^ter. do we
now receive that do not come in an envelope ? And vet five

at?'nf *? *n enve,0P® WM considered rather
a luxury..omethmg of an aristocracy. When eorrespon-
df.* paid by the Plece» ti**« wan the caw , bat .hS^re
wJi>ht ii "kV®?' correspondence U paid for by the
weight, the whole bu.inen part of the community conform to
' .\ °1D0W .,he,e.U hard,y . '®tter that we receive that dk>e«

« e3o'i. An M? °fP2!rT# the ,ettor 'Dd the olher
tor. to hlT: \u

*e ,d°pt the ,J,tein of permitting let-

conforriHo*it! ^ ,Un,pe' bu,iaew8 men will very soon

There is . propriety, therefore, it seems to me, in makinc
some d'stinct'on between ca»h payment and credit payment,
-n il 7um conforming to buainess operations all over the
che.t,r ,!!? Wt° P?' CaSh-,n advanoe »eU tbe article a little
.. aperr lhan^e who gets it on credit. I submit, therefore,while would be perfectly willing to take the bill of the

a f J haTe no ohjwUon to the amendment of

£e Senator from Texas, that, in the event of the money not
being prepaid, there should be a little addition to the rates
of postage, and two cents is no great addition. We are mak-
nf'rLT*' .lr,u6,iD mattOT- We reducing the rates

¦n/fi" °" Instead of the present rates of ten cents
and five cents we propose to rednoe them to five cents and
three cente. For a «ngle step, it is . great one, and we

0UTh klr ,ni? 'u18 ?atter» not hMli|y» but carefully.bl" b7 the House will unquestionably reduce
1W >enU0 i t

partment very Iwgely; but still we may
LuhL r*D,t Confo[m 0u,rBe,ve8 to the general views and

wWh\ ihe P*°P a,arge 5 for uP°n no "ngle subjectwhich has been presented to the consideration of Congress' for
the last few years has there been such a general expression of
public sentiment in reference to the propriety of adopting it.
as upon this subject of cheap postage. I go for it, therefore,
with all my heart { but it seems to me that the amendment
offered by the Senator from New York proposes to make too
great a reduction. -

The further consideration of the bill was then postponed,
and the Senate adjourned.

LEXC1US.VELV FANCV DRY GOODS.

f . m v ?°l' 122 Bro»dw"y. earner of Cedar
. ,.trcft» New Y°rk, have in .tore and are receiving one

oi the bert assorted stocks of Faucy Dry Goods, which
ye?rat extr1eme,y.low P"®«. 0" «^rt credit,

or liberal discount for cash, consisting, in part, as follows :

Millinery Goods.
10,000 pieces No. 7 to 36 ladies' and misses' Bonnet and

Sash Ribands
10,000 do 1 to 22 plain Satin Ribands
Do do do Taffeta do

Silks!*n8e*ble' °hine' watered' and corded Bonnet

5,000 piece. Belt Riband. .

Full assortment Velvet Ribands
Black and colored Crapes, Crape Lisse
TaHatons, Zephyr, Illusion, and Bru.selsLace
Artincial r lowers
Cap Tabf, Crimped Ribands, Sic.

Large assortment of Draperies.
Embroidered wove, and tamboured in Lace and Muslin
8-4 to 14-4 Mosquito Net, Curtain Fringe
Needlework and tamboured Book, Cambric, Swiss, Mull,
and Jacontt Muslin. .

'

Plain do do
Bishop Lawn
Men', plain and fancy Silk Cravat.
7-8 Lmencambric Handkerchief., Glove., Suspende rs, &c

. Sundry Goods.
,nd ,"di'si,k'

ote,1Trim°inp- Fri"s"
Urge assortment Kid Gloves
Sewing Silk Glove^nd Mits
Mohair do.
Lisle and Silk do (]0
Ladies' Fancy Silk Cravat
Love Veils, black and green
Barege and Barege Veils, Pui.f Twi,tEmbroidered ancTplain Linen,Lwn and Cambric Hdkts.
Complete assortment of Book, Sw lnd Cambric Insert.

ings and Ldgings
Complete do do do Drek>g
Capes, Collars, Cuffs, Caps, fcc.
36 inches Madras andtSwiss Cravats

Lace Goods.
Thread, Cotton, and Valenciennes Edgings
Flouncings and Insertings
All widths plain and embroidered Cotton and Silk )^Ces
White and colored for Dresses, Caps, &tc.
Splendid assortment Lace Veils
Black Silk and Mohair Trimming Laces.
A large proportion of the above goods are entirely new,

and some of tne richest in this market, and we would respect¬
fully invite you to examine them.

ftb 1.dkciilOt 122 Broadway, (up stairs,) New York.
CLASSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL. SCHOOL,
West Point, New York, by Edward V. MUntley.

PARENTS and Guardian, intending to place their son. or

ward, at this Institution, at the commencement of the
spring term, will please make application at an early day.

Pupils are fitted for College, United States Military Acade¬
my, and for the various business pursuits of life.

41 Columbia Collxqi, (N. Y.)Jak.16, 1851.
<* I take pleasure in stating my opinion that the Classical

and Mathematical School at West Point, New York, under
the charge of Edward V. Kinsley, A.M., is worthy of the
confidence of parents and guardians. The oourse of in.truc-
tion, judging in part from students received in thi. College
from that school, is thorough and judicious, and the discipline
and moral culture at once efficient and successful.

"CHARLES KING, LL.D.
" President of Columbia College."
Rf.febeivcm:

C. P. KirkUnd, Esq., N. Y. President and Profexors of
Joseph Burnett, Esq., Boston. Yale College.
Col. A. J. Pleasonton, Phila. , Superintendent and Profes-
Burwell Boykin, Esq., Mo- sors of the United States

bile, Alabama. Military Academy.
Panl F. Villepigue, Camden,South Carolina. 1 . feb 6.cp-w

WESTERN MILITARY INSTITUTE,
Drennon Springs, Kentucky.

THIS Institution, onaocountof the rapidly increasing de-
maud for admittance, has been compelled to change it.

location.the buildings at Blue Lick Springs being insufficient
for the accommodation ot the large number seeking entrance.
Within the last year two hundred and sixty cadets have been
matriculated, of whom near one hundred have left or been dis¬
charged mainly for want of suitable "quarters." Drennon
Springs has been secured as the future and permanent location
of the School. To the great body of our patronage, coming
at it does from the South and Wcit, no point could be more
desirable. Situated within one mile of the Kentucky river,
midway between Frankfort and Louisville, it is easy of access
in all directions.steamboats passing both ways daily.
1 he buildings and improvements are very extensive, afford¬

ing ample room and accommodations for three hundced cadets.
Its retired and healthful position eminently adapts it for the

purposes of a Military School. Being eight miles from any
town, it is free alike from the vice, and extravagance, usually
incident to a college life.
The second term of the annual aea.ion opens on Monday,

the 10th of February, and hereafter the annual action will
regularly open on the second Monday of September, and close
the last Friday in June. For further information address

T. F. JOHNSON, Superintendent.
JOT A GRADUATE of Wert Point, skilled in practical

engineering, can obtain a situation in the above institution by
timely application. feb 18.eo4t

A LADY, who has had experience in teaching, desires to

obtain a situation as teacher in some seminary. She i.
. graduate of a Northern institution, and it competent to in¬
struct in the higher English branches, French, Spanish, Draw¬
ing, and Painting. Address J. A. H., Box 182, Wert Troy
Post Office, New York, feb 7.to7t


